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Climate Change Photo Contest 

Fall 2016 - Winners 

 
 

Grades K-5  - No Fall 2016 Entries 
 
6th - 8th  Grade Fall 2016 Photo Contest Winners 
1st -  Ashlynn Salaba, 8th  Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School (photo #3) 
2nd - Kristal Puente, 8th  Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School (photo #6) 
3rd - Ashanti Horseherder, 8th  Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School (photo #5) 
  
9th - 12th  Grade Fall 2016 Photo Contest Winners 
1st - Cecily Ivins, 9th  grade, To'Hajiilee Community School (photo #15) 
2nd - Tobias Joe, 12th  grade, To'Hajiilee Community School (photo #19) 
3rd - Tyrique Winstead, 12th  grade, To'Hajiilee Community School (photo #17) 
 



K -5th Grade 
No Fall 2016 Entries 



6th ς 8th Grade 
Fall 2016 Entries 

6th - 8th  Grade Fall 2016 Photo Contest Winners 
1st -  Ashlynn Salaba, 8th  Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School (photo #3) 
2nd - Kristal Puente, 8th  Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School (photo #6) 
3rd - Ashanti Horseherder, 8th  Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School (photo #5) 



This male hogan, ŀƭŎƘƛΩŀŘŜŜȊł, has a different construction that the familiar female eight-sided hogan.  
These hogans ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ 5ƛƴŜΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΤ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 
entities are present in all ceremonies as supporting each other with their respective roles, for future 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 5ƛƴŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƭŜ Řǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎŀȅ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ 
ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƴŜΩ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘǳƴǘŜǊǎΣ 
warriors, and community leaders. Male and female roles exist throughout nature as well. Even in climate 
change, the male and female roles and hogans ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ 5ƛƴŜΩ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ. 
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Shakira Yazzie, 8th Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School 



Beautiful sunsets like this, with many colors, are a natural sight on the Navajo 
reservation. The many colors are caused by the dust in the atmosphere. The 
clouds provide rain for our crops and native plants for us to survive with. 
Predicted effects of climate change on the Navajo reservation are that we 
might have more dust and experience less rainfall, which can affect how we 
live. A solution to adapt to climate change is to catch the rain and create 
irrigation canals that connect to our crop fields. 2 

Jade Benally, 8th Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School 



Lƴ 5ƛƴŜΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘǊŜŜ ǎŀǇ ƛǎ 
used as medicine. It will 
clean and heal your cuts. 
Sap is made by the pine 
tree from water and 
nutrients in the xylem. 
Our climate is changing 
while we are still in a long 
drought. If there is limited 
rainwater there is less 
ǎŀǇΣ ǘƘŜƴ 5ƛƴŜΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
have less of a natural 
healing remedy. But we 
can start gathering sap 
now to prepare for 
climate change. 
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Ashlynn Salaba, 8th Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School 
1st  Place Winner ς DǊŀŘŜǎ сπу ς Fall 2016 



 
 

The color in the sunsets are due to the particulates in the air. More dust 
storms are predicted for the Southwest U.S. in climate change, maybe 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƭƻǊŦǳƭ ǎǳƴǎŜǘǎΦ Lƴ Ƴȅ 5ƛƴŜΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǎǳƴǎŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŘŀȅΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
rest for a new day, even in a changing climate. 
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Ashlynn Salaba, 8th Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School 



Ashanti Horseherder, 8th Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School 
3rd Place Winner ς DǊŀŘŜǎ сπу ς Fall 2016 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
young, they never knew about 
climate change. Science has 
revealed that there are more 
greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere; Father Sky is 
polluted from burning fossil 
fuels.  It is the root of climate 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ CƻǊ 5ƛƴŜΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Navajo Nation, predicted 
effects of climate change are 
hotter, drier times and 
increased evaporation of 
moisture. Native plants may 
not get enough rain from 
clouds. Native plants are very 
important because they help 
us during ceremonies and with 
Ƴŀƴȅ 5ƛƴŜΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ 
Native plants are harder to 
ŦƛƴŘΣ 5ƛƴŜΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ 
them wherever they can live. 
And the elders will help us to 
find the native plants we need 
during climate change. 
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Kristal Puente, 8th Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School 
2nd Place Winner ς DǊŀŘŜǎ сπу ς Fall 2016 

Climate is the general weather conditions of a region over a long period of 
time. For over twenty years our Navajo reservation has been in a drought with 
fewer rainstorms. With climates changing, future years are predicted to have 
even less rain.  Thunderclouds on the horizon may be scarcer in our future. We 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǊŀƛƴǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 5ƛƴŜΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘΦ 
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Israel Whitehair, 8th Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School 

In our community, the Southwest U.S. climate change is taking place in 
the form of more wildfires and long droughts. In the future, the sunsets 
may be more colorful with more smoke particles in the air on the 
Navajo Nation. Would this be a nice outcome for climate change? 

7 



Roman James, 8th Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School 

Climate Change Hope Message: 

Signals grateful life; celebrating native plants, raindrops, 

and vessels of conserved water. 

5ƛƴŜΩ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǎŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 5ƛƴŜΩΦ 
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Roman James, 8th Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School 

Climate Change Hope Message: 

Hope is . . . 

yellow-gold squash blossom as climate changes. 

5ƛƴŜΩ ƭŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎΦ wŀƛƴ ŘǊƻǇƭŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǘ ŘƛǊǘ 
smell bring survival and hopes. 
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Lisa Lee, 8th Grade, Rocky Ridge Boarding School 

Corn (naadáá) is the main staple in Native American life, an important food item for Navajos 
ό5ƛƴŜΩύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 5ƛƴŜΩ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ όsodizinύΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ 5ƛƴŜΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ 
corn, gather corn pollen for ceremony blessings, and prepare corn in traditional dishes such as 
kneel down bread, blue corn mush, dried steamed corn, and roasted corn. Beyond nutrition, corn is 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ bŀǾŀƧƻ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ όkinaalda). If climate change affects 
our cornfields with long droughts and harsh male rainstorms as predicted, it may also stir our 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ 5ƛƴŜΩ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ aƻǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎ 
asking for soft female rain storms so we can grow our corn.   Traditional ecological knowledge 
helps our Native American way of growing corn and connecting with our culture and beliefs. 
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